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TERMS OF REFERENCE

Statistical analysis on income security and social protection in old age in the Philippines
 
1.
Background
Demographic trends in the Asia-Pacific region are expanding interest in addressing challenges and capturing opportunities related to population ageing. Most countries in the region are already experiencing rapid ageing, and that will only accelerate in the coming decades. The population of people age 60+ in Asia is growing at a faster pace than anywhere else in the world. Because people are living longer, they are exposed to longer periods of vulnerability and ill health in old age. At the same time, the traditional family support system is under pressure, a trend intensified by shrinking of family size and the migration of children to cities in search of work. To respond to the needs of older people and their families, and to take advantage of what they have to offer society, most developing countries of the region have limited resources to expand public services, and so must carefully make informed, evidence-based decisions about the future.
Because HelpAge International and UNFPA are often called on to support governments in Asia on issues of ageing, regional offices of the two organisations have agreed a programme of collaboration for the period 2014-2017. This programme aims to enhance and inform policy dialogue that influences and improves national and regional policies/programmes on ageing to meet the needs of a growing older population. This will be done through four focus areas: Data on ageing, research on income security in old age, national policies on ageing and the Regional Network on Ageing. This Plan will involve joint effort of HelpAge East Asia/Pacific and South Asia Regional Offices (EAPRO and SARO). EAPRO in Chiang Mai, Thailand is HelpAge’s managing office for this collaboration and focal point for the collaboration with UNFPA. 

This TOR addresses the focus area of research on income security in old age, which has an overarching goal to increase the capacity of policy- and decision-makers to develop policies that effectively support income security in old age. Income for older people comes from many sources; inter-familial transfers, employment/livelihoods income, and assets, for example.  Still, older people (especially those people aged over 70 years), particularly women, face the greatest risk of poverty of any age group, a problem that is increasing as support ratios decline. Social protection mechanisms can provide an effective and affordable policy response to poverty and demographic ageing in coordination with the establishment of consolidated social security systems. Social protection coverage in Asia is limited and contributory social security schemes largely exclude those working in agricultural or informal sectors. Social protection policies and schemes to foresee and address the needs of the poor and near-poor aim not only at reducing poverty gaps but target vulnerability as well. Work by older people themselves is another key component of income security. The work of older people is not only important for the older person individually, but also critical for their households, communities, and society as a whole.
Working within this broader context, the expected result of the research will be a greater understanding of income security across countries supports evidence-based policy making on social protection in old age. This will be achieved through an assessment of five key sources of older people’s income that mixes comparative analysis of existing literature with new analysis of existing national datasets.

The research will be based on five country case studies of the Philippines, Vietnam, Thailand, Nepal, and Bangladesh
Details of the proposed research can be found in the attached draft Research Proposal.

2.
Purpose
The purpose of this assignment is to undertake statistical analysis on income security and social protection in old age in the Philippines, to feed into a consolidated research report.

3.
Specific tasks for consultant
The majority of the assignment will be desk based and conducted via distance communication with HelpAge staff and the International Analyst. The exception is the regional Research Meeting in Asia planned for July 2015, with dates to be confirmed. 

The assignment will be orientated around areas of analysis to be defined in an analytical framework developed between May and July 2015. The key areas of expected statistical analysis are outlined in Annex 1 of the draft Research Proposal.
Key tasks for the consultant will be to:
· Review the draft Analytical Framework that will be developed by the International Analyst and HelpAge staff. This will involve participation of the consultant (or one member of a country research team) at a regional Research Meeting in Asia, planned for July 2015. Consultants will be asked to confirm availability and existing commitments during this agreed period.
· Review relevant sections of the literature review on income security in old age already undertaken in 2014, verifying accuracy of the review and sharing supplementary evidence and data. This should include a review of the annotated bibliography to identify key documents that have been omitted.
· Undertake statistical analysis set out in the final Analytical Framework including:
· Developing a preliminary statistical report outlining the feasibility of analysis set out in analytical framework. This will involve assessing chosen datasets in detail and liaising with HelpAge and the International Expert to resolve any potential limitations in the analysis that can be undertaken.
· Developing a draft statistical report including all analysis to be shared with HelpAge and the International Analyst for review. This will include an overview of key observations in relation to the Analytical Framework.
· Incorporate feedback from HelpAge staff and the International Analyst to provide a final statistical report.
4. 
Outputs
The outputs for this ToR will be:
· Review of draft analytical framework (which will be shared in advance of the regional Research Meeting). This can be done through track changes or separate written comments.
· Review of the existing literature review on income security in the five countries, and the annotated bibliography. This should include track changes and a list of suggested additional documents.

· Preliminary statistical report – This will focus on an evaluation of the feasibility of analysis in analytical framework as well as preliminary analysis (that will be agreed in advance)
· Draft statistical report – covering all areas outlined in the Analytical Framework. This will be reviewed by HelpAge and the international analyst. This report should include a summary of key trends and observations emerging from the data in relation to the main research questions.
· Final statistical report – covering areas above. The final statistical report should include detailed description of the methodology, and commentary on relevant issues relating to data quality and management.
The specific format of the statistical report will be established following the Research Meeting, but will relate strongly to the Analytical Framework, 
5.
Time requirements and duration
The following is an indicative timeframe for the assignment. Specific deadlines may shift slightly depending on the timing of the regional Research Meeting, which will depend on availability of all consultants.

2015

Late May - Consultant appointed

June - Review of existing literature review and review of draft Analytical Framework 

Mid-July - Regional Research Meeting in Asia

July-September – Development of Preliminary Statistical Report

September – November – Development of Draft Statistical Report

2016

December (2015) – March 2016 – Finalisation of statistical analysis
6.
Indicative budget
HelpAge is looking for Expressions of Interest (see Section 8) for this assignment in the general range ofUS$14,000-15,000 including all costs. Travel and subsistence of one country consultant to the regional research workshop will be covered in addition.
It should be noted that while the UNFPA-HelpAge partnership runs from 2014-17 and activities have been agreed for this period, the budget is only approved on an annual basis. The Annual Work Plan for 2015 only covers 75% of this assignment. In the unlikely event that the Annual Work Plan for 2016 is not approved then the assignment will only include deliverables up to December 2015.

7.
Qualifications/requirements of consultant
HelpAge anticipates hiring a single consultant or agency with the following qualifications. Where the full skills are not held by one individual or institution, consortiums are welcome.

Essential
· Advanced degree(s) in a field highly relevant to the nature of the study (eg. statistics, social science, economics)
· Extensive experience of advanced statistical methods, including descriptive (non-inferential) analysis 

· Access to household survey data in the Philippines (listed Table 1 in the research proposal). Expressions of Interest should include confirmation of which data sources the consultants currently have access to, and any limitations around their use.
· Previous experience of undertaking statistical analysis on social protection and/or ageing in the Philippines (experience of both areas is desirable)
· Sophisticated understanding of the social policy context in the Philippines, including policy relating to social protection and ageing

· Proven ability to clearly and accurately describe statistical methods used, and issues around quality and comparability

· Experience of using statistical software, eg. Stata, SPSS, R

· Fluency in spoken and written English and the national language

Desirable
· Access to other national datasets such as Labour Force Surveys, Time Use Surveys, Surveys of Older people, Population Censuses and Demographic and Health Surveys.
8.
How to apply
Interested consultants are invited to submit an Expression of Interest for delivery of the assignment. The short Expression of Interest (about 4 pages) should include:
1) Confirmation of availability to complete the entire assignment including participation in the Research Meeting around July 2015 with dates to be agreed
2) Proposed methodology and any comments on TOR and Research Proposal
3) Clear work plan including timeframe for completion of each output/deliverable 
4) Costing of each aspect (including day rates and any additional costs). The costs of attending the Research Meeting will be covered directly by HelpAge and do not need to be included in the budget.
5) Appendixes (not included in 4 pages)
a. CV of the consultant(s) 
b. Contact information for 2 professional references 
c. Examples of 1-2 relevant studies previously produced
Selection of the consultant will be by a HelpAge project committee and based on the experience of the consultant, the quality and relevance of the expression of interest, and the proposed budget. Selection will be based on value for money, within resources available. Final negotiated fees will be specified in the consultancy contract.
The deadline for submission is midnight Sunday, 3 May 2015.Please contact Ms Chitlekar Parintarakul at fon@helpageasia.org for further information or to submit your EOI.

Draft proposal for research on income security in old age

A component of 2014-2017 collaboration between UNFPA Asia and the Pacific Regional Office and HelpAge International EAPRO/SARO

Draft, 20 April 2015 

Background

Demographic trends in the Asia-Pacific region are expanding interest in addressing challenges and capturing opportunities related to population ageing. Most countries in the region are in the process of rapid ageing, and this will accelerate in the coming decades. The share of the population age 60 and over in many parts of Asia is growing at a faster pace than anywhere else in the world. Because people are living longer, they are exposed to longer periods of vulnerability and ill health in old age. At the same time, the traditional family support system is under pressure, a trend intensified by shrinking of family size and the migration of young adults to cities in search of work. Most developing countries of the region have limited resources to expand public services, and respond to the needs of older people and their families, and to take advantage of what they have to offer society. Therefore, this requires an advance planning for ageing based on empirical research and evidence.

Because HelpAge International and UNFPA are often called on to support governments in Asia on issues of ageing, regional offices of the two organisations have agreed a programme of collaboration for the period 2014-2017. This programme aims to enhance and inform policy dialogue that influences and improves national and regional policies/programmes on ageing to meet the needs of a growing older population. This will be done through four focus areas: Data on ageing, research on income security in old age, national policies on ageing and the Regional Network on Ageing. This Plan will involve joint effort of HelpAge East Asia/Pacific and South Asia Regional Offices (EAPRO and SARO). EAPRO in Chiang Mai, Thailand is HelpAge’s managing office and focal point for the collaboration with UNFPA. 

Rationale for the research

This document addresses the focus area of research on income security in old age. Income security is consistently mentioned by older people as a core area of concern, often alongside healthcare. While there is no uniform definition of income security, it is generally recognised that older people’s incomes can come from a diverse range of sources, including private transfers (such as from family), employment/livelihoods income, assets and public transfers (such as pensions). Research on the mix and dynamics of these sources remains limited in low- and middle-income countries, and less analysis has been done in Asia than in some other regions. Similarly, there has been little exploration into important dimensions relating to security of income, such as adequacy, predictability and regularity. With all of these issues, there is also a gap in understanding how dynamics might be changing in the context of major demographic, economic and social shifts affecting Asia.

In the meantime, social protection has emerged as a growing field of policy discussion over the last decade. The design of social protection schemes that reach older people is understandably seen as playing a unique and critical role (within a broader mix of income) to providing income security in later life. At the same time, the impacts of old age social protection, and particularly pensions, are increasingly recognised as going beyond just older people, to contribute to tackling increasingly relevant issues of poverty and inequality for wider families and societies.

Despite a growing interest in and evidence regarding social protection systems (including for old age), there remains a lack of comparable data analysis across countries. Exercises such as the ADB’s social protection index, the ILO’s international database on social protection, and HelpAge’s Social Pensions Database all give cross-country perspectives on elements of social protection in old age, but all present a relatively top line view of the issue. Our understanding of the coverage and impact of existing social protection, and scenarios for expansion, remains limited compared to other regions of the world. Household survey data remain a particularly untapped resource in many countries.

Scope of the research

In line with the strong policy focus of the UNFPA-HelpAge partnership, the overarching goal of this research is to increase the capacity of policy- and decision-makers to develop policies that effectively support income security in old age.
Since the inception of the programme in mid-2014, extensive consideration, consultation and dialogue have taken place in order to identify the specific contribution this research should make to this goal. Much of this has navigated between the great complexity and diversity of older people’s income sources, and the desire for the research to be of practical value to policy makers.

Initially, it was intended that the research would focus on two dimensions of income security in old age: work and social protection.
 The rationale for this focus was that the scale of funding for the research and nature of available secondary data would make it difficult to analyse all sources of old age income security in sufficient depth. To further inform the specific options for research in these two areas, a literature review was undertaken in the second half of 2014.

Drawing on this review, a draft scoping study for the research was developed in late 2014, peer-reviewed by an academic expert on global ageing, and shared with a reference group including a range of experts on ageing in Asia in January 2015. A number of important reflections emerged from this process relating to the scope of the research:

1. It was felt that an extensive new analysis of two substantial areas for investigation (work and social protection) would be too ambitious for the budget and timeframe of the research. 

2. In the meantime, key research questions in this area – such as the link between work activity and health – would be difficult to answer with existing secondary data without complex statistical analysis (that may have limited policy impact)

3. The exclusion of other sources of income (family support, assets, remittances) would miss out crucial dimensions of old age income security. The research should also take account of older people’s wider material wellbeing, and not solely income.

4. It was suggested that social protection is currently the most prominent policy area relating to old age income security (eg. compared to employment in later life), and that focusing here would have stronger policy impact. It was felt that the policy implications of deep analysis on work were unclear.

5. A number of people felt that, while gender was included in the scoping study, it deserved more prominence.

6. Presenting research questions was seen to be preferable to presenting research hypotheses – as was the case in the scoping study.

In response to these reflections, the scope of the research has been re-aligned from substantive new research on work and social protection, to a focus on the full variety of income sources (to the extent possible) . To this end, the expected result of the research is that a greater understanding of income security across countries supports evidence-based policy making on social protection in old age.
An important challenge to increasing the thematic scope of the research is that existing secondary datasets provide limited insights on many dimensions of older people’s income and material wellbeing (eg. family support, remittances). These challenges will be addressed by (a) continuing to focus new statistical analysis primarily on the areas where the data can be most informative (work and social protection) and (b) including further literature review that can take advantage of the existing published literature on the wider set of themes. 
 The objective is that this should provide a fuller comparative picture of the income sources of older people drawing by consolidating existing evidence (both quantitative and qualitative), and supplementing with fresh statistical analysis.

Geographic focus

The research outputs will be designed to inform policy-makers across the Asia region as a whole. Nevertheless, a more manageable number of case study countries have been identified to provide the focus on country comparison. 

The five case-study countries selected are Bangladesh, Nepal, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. The choice of these countries was made to ensure a geographical spread that incorporates diverse contexts, including factors such as the extensiveness of old age social protection systems , the level of economic development and the demographic situation (particularly in relation to population ageing). They are also all countries where HelpAge International has a presence through either offices or active affiliates. This has and will continue to facilitate gathering of existing evidence and contact with country consultants, as well dissemination of the findings through on-going advocacy and technical assistance to government.

Research questions

Research questions were formulated by drawing on HelpAge’s experience of work on old age income security, the input of the reference group in January 2015, and insights from the literature review already conducted on social protection and work in the five countries.

The research questions are divided into three primary questions, along with sub-questions. As alluded to above, the first question will be addressed mainly through review of existing literature, while the second and third questions will be addressed through new data analysis.

1. How important is economic activity for older people’s income security, and how does this change as people grow older? How does this differ by gender, location (urban and rural) and type of employment? What evidence is there of why older people reduce levels of economic activity (eg. health and disability, caring responsibilities, cultural values)?

2. How do levels of material/financial support from families change in old age (including by sex and sub age group)? What is the scale and nature of this support? What kind of households do older people live in, how is this changing and how will those changes affect income security?

3. What contribution do remittances make to income security in different contexts? How regular is this support?

4. What evidence – if any – is there on the extent to which older people use their assets and savings to support their income security, and that of their wider families/households?

5. What is the extent of coverage of social protection and what is the distribution by income, location and gender? How does this relate to different design parameters such as financing (contributory/non-contributory), targeting and operational arrangements (eg. delivery systems)? How adequate are different kinds of benefits?  To what extent are younger people contributing to an old age pension? How has this/is this changing over time?
Some important cross-cutting question will be:

6. How does the situation (regarding each research question) differ by context (country and also urban/rural location), gender, and age (between older people of different ages)?
7. How to the five sources of income described above interact? What is the balance and how is this changing over time?
8. What limitations remain in the data available for understanding the income security of older people, and how could this be improved (eg. better survey design, increased data availability, new techniques)?

Methodology

The research methodology will combine a review of existing literature with comparative quantitative analysis of available secondary datasets in the five focus countries. An emphasis will be put on descriptive statistics (rather than sophisticated modelling) recognising that these are easier to employ in policy influencing. As discussed above, research questions relating to family support, assets and savings and remittances will be addressed primarily through review and comparison of existing literature, although the potential for statistical analysis relating to these issues will be explored early in the research.
 The literature review will focus on existing national-level research (both qualitative and quantitative) relating to sources of income not covered in the existing literature review on work and social protection, or that have emerged in discussion with the reference group. The review will draw on evidence from the Data Mapping undertaken as part of the same UNFPA and HelpAge programme of collaboration. The Data Mapping will also be used in the development of the analytical framework, to help identify potential surveys for statistical analysis.

Questions relating to social protection and work will be answered primarily via new descriptive analysis
 of existing national datasets. This will also be supplemented by the literature review already undertaken in 2014. Various statistical tests will be used throughout to establish the statistical significance of results from descriptive analysis. 

Data sources

A review of secondary data relating to old age income security identified a variety of possible datasets that could provide insights on income security and social protection more specifically. This was supported by the meeting of the reference group and discussion with the team undertaking a data mapping on ageing under the same UNFPA-HelpAge partnership. Table 1 below presents those identified, with some commentary on how they could contribute to the analysis.

Table 1: Potential datasets for analysis

	Type of survey
	Notes
	Examples

	Household surveys
	Include questions related to housing, expenditure, health, income, economic activity, remittances and transfers (including social security). These have been undertaken in virtually every country of the world, and provide a particularly important source of information on income and expenditure, and receipt of social transfers. Household surveys have strong potential for disaggregation; all surveys include a roster of household members and some questions (including employment and income) are asked at an individual level. Published reports of these surveys tend to include limited levels of age-disaggregation; meaning further statistical analysis could provide fresh insights.
	Bangladesh: Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES) 2010; 

Nepal: Living Standards Survey 2010-2011; 

Philippines: Family Income and Expenditure Survey (FIES) and Annual Poverty Indicators Survey (APIS) 2013, Thailand: Household Socio-Economic Survey 2013; 

Vietnam: Living Standards Survey (VHLSS) 2012, 2014

	Labour Force Surveys
	Questions focused on employment and labour force participation, have also been undertaken in most countries. The reports of these surveys tend to include relatively high levels of age disaggregation relative to household surveys, and most questions are asked at an individual level. However, there are some questions (such as hours worked, and sector of employment) that tend not to be disaggregated by age. A limitation is they tend not to include in depth questions on income and expenditure, so it is hard to establish how trends relate to socio-economic status. 

Some surveys (including Nepal and Thailand) also include (or have as a supplement) a time-use survey that may offer more profound insights on the unpaid work of people as they age.
	Bangladesh: Labour Force Survey 2010, Time Use Pilot Survey 2012, 

Nepal: Labour Force Survey 2008, Living Standards Survey 2010-2011 (includes section on time use); 

Philippines: Labour Force Survey (quarterly), Informal sector survey 2008, BLES Integrated Survey 2011/2012; Thailand: Time Use Surveys (2009 / 2014); 

Vietnam: Labour Force Survey (annual)

	Surveys of older people
	Some countries – including the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam (in this region) have undertaken specific surveys on the situation of older people. These include some of the most detailed questions specifically addressed to older people, and have the advantage that the respondents are older people themselves (rather than other household members speaking on their behalf, as it sometimes the case with household surveys). Limitations include: (a) there is now way of comparing the situation of older people to people of younger ages and (b) they rarely include very detailed measures of income and expenditure and (c) they do not exist in all of the 5 focus countries. This said, there are plans to undertake a survey of this nature in Bangladesh in late 2014, early 2015.
	Philippine: Longitudinal Survey on Ageing 2007; Thailand: Survey of Older Persons 2011; Vietnam: Vietnam Aging Survey (VNAS) 2011.

Bangladesh: Survey of Population Ageing in Bangladesh 2014 (forthcoming)

	Population censuses
	In the meeting of the reference group in January 2015, these were discussed as being an under-utilised source of information. The main limitation is the challenge of accessing the raw data. Also, much like Labour Force Surveys they tend not to include detailed questions on socio-economic status of individuals and households.
	Latest population censuses in all countries.

	Demographic and health surveys
	The use of Demographic and Health Surveys was proposed by the academic peer reviewer citing the comparability of questions, the inclusion of questions on work and social protection, and the fact older people are included in the survey. On further investigation it was found that the information on the situation on older people was limited to the household roster, and quite limited for the purpose of this study.
	Vietnam: Demographic and Health Survey 2002, 2005; 

Bangladesh: Demographic and Health Survey 2011; 

Nepal: National Demographic and Health Survey, 2011; 

Philippines: National Demographic and Health Survey 2013.


Given the interest in understanding the relation between the questions listed above with socio-economic status of older people, household surveys will be the primary data source used as they are the only surveys that include detailed income and expenditure data.

Effort will be made to procure the services of country researchers who also have access to other data sources (particularly Labour Force Surveys and Surveys of Older People). This will allow some triangulation of data between household survey data and other surveys, and to fill gaps that are not covered in household surveys. Where possible there will also be comparison of indicators over time using sequential surveys, although it is generally recognised that adequate data does not exist for longitudinal analysis. 

There will be a number of important considerations for the comparative analysis of these datasets between countries. The nature of questions varies substantially between survey design in different countries (especially for household surveys), as does the level of detail. Careful analysis will be needed throughout to find ways of using differing questions for comparison. Similarly, not all questions in surveys (particularly household surveys) are asked at an individual level, which can make disaggregation by age difficult. This is often the case with questions on receipt of social protection but, again, varies between surveys. Interpretation of responses at these different levels will be an important area for consideration for framing of the analysis, and interpretation of results. A broader issue is that none of these surveys provide detailed information on intra-household transfers to and from older people. The exception is surveys of older people, but even here the values transferred are hard to quantify. This is one of the reasons why this question will be addressed though literature review of the wider body of existing research (both quantitative and qualitative) that explores these issues.

Areas for analysis

The annex to this report provides a provisional proposal of the detailed questions and areas for analysis within the study.

Research team

Overall guidance to the research will be provided by Policy Staff from HelpAge International’s global Policy Team. These advisors have substantial experience on guiding research related to the different components of income security in old age, as well as a strong understanding of these issues from the perspective of older people through exposure to HelpAge’s programmes. As well as guiding the research, these HelpAge advisors will lead the authoring of the final research report, work with country-level analysts and undertake costing of social protection scenarios.

Country-level analysis will be undertaken by national-level consultants/institutions/ consortiums in each of the five countries.  These will be selected on the basis of criteria including

· Existing access to relevant household survey datasets, preference will also be given to those with access to a broader range of datasets listed above

· Extensive proven experience of statistical analysis of this data, including descriptive analysis 

· Strong understanding of the policy environment in each country, and links to key government institutions

· While not essential, it is desirable that the researcher(s) have experience of analysis on issues relating to ageing and/or social protection

The main task of these researchers will be to produce country-level statistical reports to feed into the final research report.

In addition to country-level consultants, an international analyst will provide overall support to the statistical analysis across the five countries. The rationale for this support is the need to ensure comparability across countries in the context of complex discrepancies between survey questions between countries. This will mean understanding the varied sampling and data collection strategies employed for each survey, and the implications for analysis. In the meantime, not all country-analysts will have advanced experience of this level of analysis on social protection. The role of the international analyst will be to contribute to development of a detailed analytical framework, provide support to country analysts on statistical analysis, and review the country outputs. The profile of the international analyst will need to include extensive demonstrable experience of working with a range of micro datasets, including analysis of existing social protection systems.

The research will be guided by a reference group consisting of representatives of international organisations and HelpAge staff working in the region and case study countries. The purpose of the group will be to input into the elaboration of the research, and ensure complementarity with other research initiatives in the region. They will also be offered the opportunity to review the final report.

The final report will also be peer reviewed by an international academic expert on ageing with proven profile on the issue.

Work plan for research

The key stages of the research are as follows:

1. The research will begin with the development of a draft analytical framework that will build on the hypotheses and areas for analysis to set out a detailed inventory of areas for statistical analysis. This will be developed by the HelpAge Policy Advisors in collaboration with the external international analyst.

2. The analytical framework will then be presented at a regional research workshop. The workshop will bring together country analysts and members of the reference group
 to assess the framework. The outcome of the meeting will be a finalised analytical framework.

3. Each country researcher will then undertake statistical analysis according to the framework. There will be a number of rounds of review and feedback by both HelpAge Policy staff, and the external international analyst.

4. HelpAge Policy Staff will work with the international and country analysts to collate key overarching lessons from the research into a final report. They will also lead an additional review of the literature (supported by country researchers) to fill gaps not covered by the quantitative analysis.

The timeline for the research is set out in Table 2.

Table 2: Timeline 

	Activity
	2015
	2016

	
	J
	F
	M
	A
	M
	J
	J
	A
	S
	O
	N
	D
	J
	F
	M
	A
	M
	J

	Development of analytical framework
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Procurement of international analyst
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Procurement of country researchers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Regional research workshop
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Statistical analysis (1)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Review (1)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Statistical analysis (2) – draft statistical report
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Review 2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Finalisation of statistical analysis
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Literature review on income security
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Report writing
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Report finalisation
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Outputs

The key report outputs will be finalised by June 2016, and dissemination will take place during the second half of 2016 and beyond.

Key outputs of the research will be:

· An accessible overarching research report (approximately 50-70 pages). The aim of the report will be to provide a concise and visual overview of the research. It will include an engaging executive summary.

· Published detailed analysis. Statistical reports from the research will also be published online, for those with interest in further detail.

The report will be disseminated via a number of channels including:

· Country-level: opportunities will be taken to disseminate findings through networks that HelpAge and UNFPA participate in on ageing and social protection. Opportunities to hold seminars on the findings with local research institutions will also be explored.

· Regional level: the report will be disseminated through the the Regional Forum for sharing policy advice on income security and national policies on ageing in 2017, also included in this partnership between UNFPA and HelpAge.

· International: the report will be shared via channels such as newsletters on ageing and social protection, HelpAge’s Pension Watch online hub and social media. HelpAge will also seek to publish the report in a peer-reviewed academic journal – as recommended by the reference group.

References
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Annex 1: Detailed areas for analysis

The table below provides a provisional list of areas of analysis that will be refined and expanded by HelpAge staff and the international analyst before being shared in a consultation with country researchers.

Research areas with a star (*) preceding them are ones which will depend primarily (although not necessarily exclusively) on existing literature

	1. How do levels of economic activity change as people grow older? How does this differ by gender, location (urban and rural) and type of employment? What evidence is there of why older people reduce levels of economic activity (eg. health and disability, caring responsibilities, cultural values)

	· Labour force participation rate by age, gender and location
· Category of employment by age, gender and location
· Individual incomes by age and gender (possibly look at incomes of couples)
· Hours worked per week/month etc by age and gender
· Trends in time use by age and gender
· *Incidence of disability/ill health/chronic disease by age and gender

	2. How do levels of material/financial support from families change in old age? What is the scale and nature of this support? What kind of households do older people live in, and how is this changing?

	· *Levels of family support provided to older people, financial and material

· *Living arrangements of older people (by age and gender), including levels of marriage/widowhood by age and gender

	3. What contribution do remittances play to income security in different contexts? How regular is this support?

	· *Proportion of older people receiving remittances and their value.

	4. What evidence – if any – is there on the extent to which older people use their assets and savings to support their income security?

	· *Evidence of savings and assets amongst the older population

	5. What is the extent of coverage of social protection and what is the distribution by income, location and gender? How does this relate to different design parameters such as financing (contributory/non-contributory), targeting and operational arrangements (eg. delivery systems)? How adequate are different kinds of benefits?  To what extent are younger people contributing to an old age pension? How has this/is this changing over time?

	· Analysis of incidence of different social protection benefits
 by age and gender, including distribution across income distribution. Will include both non-contributory and contributory pensions
, as well as other benefits not directly targeted at older people (eg. widows and disability benefits, and general social assistance)

· Measures of benefit levels relative to indicators such as household expenditure by decile, poverty lines and mean/median income

· Attempts will be made to find innovative ways to visualise the adequacy and coverage of each system, incorporating both contributory and non-contributory pensions (including the overlap)

· Tests of targeting efficiency and coverage of poorest households on the basis of reported receipt of benefits
· Descriptive analysis of distribution of benefits by location (at least urban and rural), and socio-economic characteristics of each area.
· *Additional review of existing literature on social protection policy and implementation where relevant

· *Proportion of different categories of working age population reporting contributing to a pension, disaggregated by age, gender, and socio-economic status. The extent of disaggregation will depend on extensiveness of survey questionnaires, but an effort will be made to look at different categories of younger people (working, unemployed, formal/informal sector)


� This research adopts a definition of social protection as policies addressing risk and vulnerability that are generally classified into social assistance, social insurance and labour market policies. This is in line with definitions used by the ILO, World Bank and ADB, among others. The focus here will be social insurance and social assistance policies that address the risks associated with old age.


� The existing literature review completed in late 2014 will contribute to this, but it will also require further evidence gathering.


� this will happen through the elaboration of the analytical framework and regional research meeting (as described below)


� This will go beyond existing descriptive analysis already presented on these datasets.


� Attendance of members of the reference group has not been included in the research budget. However, they will be given the option of attending in person or dialling in. 


� Potential over reporting or underreporting of benefit receipt will be assessed throughout the research.


� Analysis of contributory pensions will need to take account of receipt of lump sum benefits, where possible
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