[image: image1.png]



Terms of Reference
CONSULTANCY TITLE: 
Consultant on Abuse and Violence against Older People 
LOCATION: 


Location negotiable 

DEPARTMENT: 

Policy, Advocacy & Communications
RESPONSIBLE TO: 

Head of Policy 
DURATION:


Consultancy to be conducted over a six month period 



(June– November 2016)
Introduction

HelpAge International promotes the wellbeing and inclusion of older women and men, and aims to reduce poverty and discrimination in later life.  Our work is strengthened through a global network of like-minded organisations – the only one of its kind in the world.

One of the four core goals of HelpAge’s Strategy to 2020 is that all older people should be able to say that they are safe and secure, free from all forms of discrimination, violence and abuse.  To this end, HelpAge is working to achieve the right to safety and security and freedom from all forms of discrimination, violence and abuse for older women and men. 

Violence and abuse in older age

People in every region of the world are subjected to violence and abuse in their older age. According to the UN Global Status Report on Violence Prevention 2014
, at the time asked, one in 17 older people reported abuse in the past month.  HelpAge’s own research shows that older people experience different types of violence and abuse across different regions. For example in Peru in 2012, 83% of the older people we surveyed reported experiencing at least one form of violence and abuse in the last 12 months. In Mozambique it was 74% and in Kyrgyzstan it was 35%.
 HelpAge’s more recent study in Moldova found that 14% of those surveyed had been humiliated or threatened, 11% had been victims of financial abuse and 4% had been subjected to physical violence.

Elder abuse (understood as violence and abuse perpetrated against us because of our older age) is not the only type of violence and abuse that we may be subjected to in our older age. Women may continue to be subjected to physical, sexual and other forms of violence perpetrated against them by men in order to control or subjugate them because they are women.
 

Whilst HelpAge has experience of working on violence related specifically to witchcraft accusations, we have less experience on working on other forms of violence in older age. A critical issue affecting the progress of HelpAge’s work in relation to our strategic goal is the limited availability of data globally on violence in older age, including gender-based violence.  In most of the places where we work there is no data on prevalence, causes, the impact of ageism and how it intersects with other harmful social norms, particularly gender-based discrimination and violence against women.

Furthermore there is currently no standard or consistently used tool available to research violence and abuse against older women and men.  Small-scale surveys on elder abuse by other researchers use a variety of methodologies. This is the specific gap HelpAge now wishes to address through engaging an external consultant.

Objectives of the Consultancy

The role of the consultant will be to develop an appropriate tool for the collection of data around violence and abuse in older age, including violence against older women. The tool will support data collection around prevalence, types and drivers of violence in older age, including against older women. The tool must be suitable for use in the context of low literacy levels and limited access to technology.   

In the process of developing a tool, the consultant will be required to:

· Liaise with a working group established to advise on the progress of the consultancy

· Review the literature on issues arising in gathering data/conducting research on gender-based violence and elder abuse, including in contexts of low literacy levels and limited access to IT

· Elicit the knowledge and experience of HelpAge staff, notably staff in regional and country offices, regarding programme experience of violence against older people, including gender-based violence and issues arising in gathering relevant data in their local settings

· Develop and pilot in 2 – 4 settings a research tool for the collection of data on violence in older age, including violence against older women

· To provide a written report of the pilot project experience and findings

· To convene 2 - 4 consultative workshops with HelpAge staff at which pilot findings will be presented and reviewed by participants

· To prepare a final report, incorporating a recommended research tool for gathering data on gender-based violence, particularly against older women.

Person Specification

We are looking for a consultant who has:

· Demonstrable professional experience in, and knowledge of, the field of gender based violence and/or elder abuse 

· Experience of the conduct of research and of the development, piloting and validation of research tools

· An appreciation of the complexities and ethical standards associated with gathering data about violence, including gender-based violence, in cross cultural settings

· Strong analytical and writing skills

· The ability to liaise and consult effectively with a wide range of stakeholders with different cultural backgrounds

Expected Outputs

· A work plan and written notes of key meetings

· Draft and final written reports

· A validated research tool for gathering data on violence and abuse in older age, including against older women, that can be used in context of low literacy levels and limited access to technology

Reporting Requirements

The consultant will report to the Head of Policy at HelpAge International in London.  He/She will also liaise with the working group established to support and advise on the implementation of this initiative.

Time frame for the work

The work will be conducted within a 6 month time-frame, June – November 2016.

Application Requirements

If you wish to apply, please provide us with the following:

· A covering letter demonstrating how you meet the criteria set out in the Person Specification above, and how you propose to organise the work outlined above

· A copy of your Curriculum Vitae

· Financial proposal for undertaking the work outlined above

· Names and contact details for two referees

Closing Date

The closing date for applications is Friday 20th May 2016.  Applications should be directed to Tanvi.Patel@helpage.org by 2 p.m. on that date.

� Global Status Report on Violence Prevention 2014, WHO, UNODC, UNDP


� HelpAge International, The human rights of older people: panel, survey and key findings for Peru, Mozambique and Kyrgyzstan, 2012


� IPN news article, 12 Feb 2015


� See for example the Fundamental Rights Agency, Violence against women: an EU-wide survey Main results, 2014, page 35 and International Violence Against Women Survey (IVAWS) findings for Italy � HYPERLINK "http://www.wave-network.org/sites/default/files/06%20ITALY%20END%20VERSION.pdf" �http://www.wave-network.org/sites/default/files/06%20ITALY%20END%20VERSION.pdf�, Singapore � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncss.gov.sg/documents/Singapore%20IVAWS%20%28final%20report%29.pdf" �http://www.ncss.gov.sg/documents/Singapore%20IVAWS%20%28final%20report%29.pdf� page 8 and Australia � HYPERLINK "http://www.aic.gov.au/media_library/publications/rpp/56/rpp056.pdf" �http://www.aic.gov.au/media_library/publications/rpp/56/rpp056.pdf� page 29





