Today about 600 million
citizens in the world are over
the age of 60. In 2050 there will
be about 2 billion. Almost
simultaneously, for the first time
in the history of mankind, the
number of older citizens aged 60
and older will exceed the
number of children under 14. So
the current demographic
transition will come to an end
and there will be a change from
years of high birth rates and
heavy mortality to an epoch of
lower birth rates and lower
mortality rates and, as
consequence, an ageing
population... In many developed
countries the number of older
citizens is already higher than
the number of children, and the
birth rate is lower than required
for the reproduction of the
population. But a true worldwide
demographic boom of ageing will
occur in the next 30-50 years
particularly in developing
countries where the population
today remains relatively young.
Most importantly: this
demographic ageing is predicted
to occur in unprecedented scales
and with unknown speed. (UN
Human Development Report-2007)
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